
Guardianship and Representation Agreements are important tools to ensure that 
the needs and preferences of your loved one are respected, and their well-being 
is upheld. These legal documents offer a structured way to plan for the future, 
ensuring that the right people are in place to advocate for and manage the care  
of your child or family member with a disability. 

Types of Guardianship 
1. �You identify someone you trust to help you make decisions.  

This can be in the form of a Representation Agreement, Power of Attorney,  
or Advance Directive.

2. �Committee of a person or estate which gives more decision making authority to the  
guardian. It is only used when Representations Agreements are not sufficient to address  
the adult’s needs.

What is a Representation Agreement? 
A legal document that allows adults to name another person to manage their finances  
or make health care decisions if they cannot do so on their own.  

There are two types of Representation Agreements: 
• Section 9 for Health and Personal Care Matters only 
• �Section 7 for routine management of financial affairs, legal affairs, minor  

and major health care, and personal care. It is used when a person’s  
capacity to “understand” is in question. 

How to Establish a Representation Agreement  
visit www.nidus.ca 

Guardianship and 
Representation 
Agreements

https://nidus.ca/resource/representation-agreements/
http://www.nidus.ca/


What is Committeeship/Adult Guardianship? 
It is when an adult is declared incapable. A Person or persons, a 
Trust company, or the Public Guardian and Trustee of BC take over 
to make decisions regarding finance, health, personal care.  

Committeeship is generally seen as a last resort after Representation 
Agreements have been explored. It takes all decision making power out 
of the hands of the person and is lifelong. It is also very costly to set up.  

• Public Guardian and Trustee of British Columbia
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Decisions made 
alongside the person.

Person can make  
some choices:
- �Section 9 for Health and 

Personal Care Matters only 

- �Section 7 for routine 
management of financial 
affairs, legal affairs, minor 
and major health care, and 
personal care. 

Low cost to set up Difficult and costly

Generally permanentFree resources like Nidus

All decision making 
capabilities taken out  
of their hands 

May be set up if no Rep 
Agreement in place and 
there is no one else to 
make decisions  
(I.e. a caregiver dies without 
planning in place) 

May be overseen by Public 
Guardian and Trustee 

  Watch and Learn

Representation Agreement  
& Adult Guardianship

https://nidus.ca/resource/committeeship-guardianship/
https://www.trustee.bc.ca/
https://youtu.be/bCLebNwPZAk?si=yDyIfg0etCKunwSJ
https://youtu.be/bCLebNwPZAk?si=yDyIfg0etCKunwSJ
https://youtu.be/bCLebNwPZAk?si=0zMOygN3p7EJcvdM

